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The next regular meeting and is Sunday, August
23,2020, 1 p.m. You can attend in person at
Carol’s house, or remotely. Call in instructions
will be sent before the meeting. Please plan to
attend and RSVP bristleconebassets@yahoo.com.

It was great getting together July 19 for the picnic
but not as many people were there as last year. We
did have a few dogs present. The O’Rell’s stopped
by and donated some lovely Basset items for our
raffle. Also a visitor with her son and Basset
Hound Cora. Weather was perfect and site was
beautiful. Here are some candids. Sure missed
seeing many of our club members but
understandable considering the circumstances.

Still looking for judge suggestions for September 2021.

Please send your recommendations to Carol for

publication in the newsletter. Include judge’s name, /a(/ 1 /
location and why you feel he//she would be a good

candidate. The club will also consider choosing one of the /hf‘:>1;{m-;\ |
hound judges from Evergreen Kennel Club’s judging panel %HIM‘ZEZ_’R
when that information is released. Submit judges for FEASTET ROUBD €108 A
regular classes and also for sweepstakes. Voting will take o g
place at the September meeting
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If you have a lot of "time on your hands" VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO HOST

during COVID-19 - - - - - FUTURE TBHC MEETINGS — SEPTEMBER,
OCTOBER, NOVEMBER. ..... If you
host the meeting, you pick the day.
Please contact Betty Gene
(ancestorhound9@hotmail.com) or Carol
(bristleconebassets@yahoo.com) if you
are willing. Most of us are okay with
traveling. Also looking for suggestions for
the Christmas party. Last year at
Maggiano’s was great. Maybe we can
reserve early enough to get a private
room. Thank you!

EELCTE LR

The T|mbe r||ne H PT |S d gO for October 17-18, 2020 at Fox and Hare Farm in

Ramah, CO. Approval was received from BHCA. We have judges. All we need are you and
your Hounds! Rabbits seem to be plentiful and up for a lively chase. Premium list is on the
website but please contact Betty Gene if you’d like to have a copy emailed —
ancestorhound9@hotmail.com. State and local rules and regulations, and American
Kennel Club protocol regarding COVID-19 will be observed. This test weekend is open to
Bassets, Beagles, Dacshunds, PBGVs, GBGVs and Harriers. No experience necessary.

Marilee is looking for photos and forms for new titles earned by the Basset Hounds of club members during
the past year. Form is available at https://www.basset-tbhc.org/tbhc_documents/TBHCAwardsForm.doc

Please send to Marilee Epperson, 19930 Enoch Rd. , Colorado Springs, CO 80930
Phone: 719-683-7340 - email: bumblingb@aol.com. Thank you!

e L o

Announcing the Addition of Rally Intermediate to the
AKC Rally® Virtual Program
The AKC Rally Department is excited to announce the expansion of the AKC Rally Virtual Program to
include the Rally Intermediate class. Rally Intermediate is the next level of AKC Rally above the entry-
level Rally Novice class. The Rally Virtual Program was announced three months ago and the positive

response to it has been tremendous. Details can be found at
https://www.akc.org/sports/rally/rally-virtual-entry-pilot/



mailto:ancestorhound9@hotmail.com
mailto:bristleconebassets@yahoo.com
https://www.basset-tbhc.org/tbhc_documents/TBHCAwardsForm.doc
mailto:bumblingb@aol.com
https://www.akc.org/sports/rally/rally-virtual-entry-pilot/

Dogs may use Earth’s magnetic field to take shortcuts
By Erik StokstadJul. 17, 2020, 8:00 AM

Dogs are renowned for their world-class noses, but a new study suggests they may have an additional—albeit
hidden—sensory talent: a magnetic compass. The sense appears to allow them to use Earth’s magnetic field
to calculate shortcuts in unfamiliar terrain.

The finding is a first in dogs, says Catherine Lohmann, a biologist at the University of North Carolina, Chapel
Hill, who studies “magnetoreception” and navigation in turtles. She notes that dogs’ navigational abilities have
been studied much less compared with migratory animals such as birds. “It’'s an insight into how [dogs] build
up their picture of space,” adds Richard Holland, a biologist at Bangor University who studies bird navigation.

There were already hints that dogs—like many animals, and
maybe even humans—can perceive Earth’s magnetic field. In
2013, Hynek Burda, a sensory ecologist at the Czech
University of Life Sciences Prague who has worked on
magnetic reception for 3 decades, and colleagues showed
dogs tend to orient themselves north-south while urinating or
defecating. Because this behavior is involved in marking and
recognizing territory, Burda reasoned the alignment helps dogs
figure out the location relative to other spots. But stationary
alignment isn’t the same thing as navigation.
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: In the new study, Burda’s graduate student, Katefina
—owner'strack ... f Benediktova, initially put video cameras and GPS trackers on
SR startoftrial four dogs and took them on trips into the forest. The dogs would

’f{j‘ﬁf@%’(‘) fr}f“ (goal) scamper off to chase the scent of an animal for 400 meters on
average. The GPS tracks showed two types of behavior during
their return trips to their owner (see map, below). In one, dubbed tracking, a dog would retrace its original route,

presumably following the same scent. In the other behavior, called scouting, the dog would return along a

completely new route, bushwhacking without any backtracking.

When Benediktova showed the data to Burda, her Ph.D. adviser, he noticed a curious feature: In the middle of
a scouting run, the dog would stop and run for about 20 meters along a north-south axis (see video, below)
before it began to navigate back. Those short runs looked like an alignment along the magnetic field, but
Benediktova didn’t have enough data to be sure.

So Benediktova and Burda scaled up the project, setting loose 27 dogs on several hundred trips over 3 years.
Colleagues in the department of game management and wildlife biology, where almost everyone has a
hunting dog, pitched in.

The researchers took a close look at 223 scouting run cases, in which the dogs roamed an average of 1.1
kilometers on their return. In 170 of these trips, the dogs stopped before they turned back and ran for about

20 meters along a north-south axis. When the animals did this, they tended to get back to the owner via a
more direct route than when they didn’t, the authors report in eLife. “I'm really quite impressed with the data,”
Lohmann says.

During the walks in the forest, the team tried to avoid giving the dog other navigational clues. Whenever
possible, a dog was taken to a part of a forest it had never been to, so that it couldn’t rely on familiar



landmarks. A dog also couldn’t navigate back by looking for its owner, who hid after the dog first headed off to
roam. Scent didn’t seem to play a role either, because the wind was rarely blowing from the owner toward the
dog when it was coming back.

Burda thinks the dogs run along a north-south axis to figure out which way they are. “It's the most plausible
explanation,” he says. Lohmann says the implication is that dogs can remember their previous heading and
use the reference to the magnetic compass to figure out the most direct route home. “I’'m intrigued,” she says.

Adam Miklési, who specializes in dog behavior at E6tvos Lorand University, says designing magnetoreception
experiments is complicated because it is hard to make an animal rely only on that sense. “The problem is that
in order to 100% prove the magnetic sense, or any sense, you have to exclude all the others.”

Burda and Benediktova are taking a different approach. In one new experiment, they will put magnets on the
dogs’ collars to disturb the local magnetic field and see whether it hinders their ability to navigate. The idea
harkens back to a controversial experiment published in 1980 in Science, in which magnets stuck in blindfolds
seemed to disrupt an intuitive magnetic homing sense in humans.

Miklosi says it would not be surprising to find that dogs can use the magnetic field to navigate—it seems to be
an ancient ability—and it might be present in any mammal that traverses large territories. Lohmann agrees.
“You would expect this to be something that a lot of animals can do to return home after hunting,” she says,
“and it's neat to see it in a dog.”

ﬂJpcoming Events: \

August 29-30-31 Cheyenne Kennel Club shows, Cheyenne, WY (SHOWS ARE A GO!) —
new location
October 10-11, 2020 HPT, Ramah, CO
December, 2020 Christmas get together, TBD
March 7, 2021 Combined TD/TDX, Chatfield State Park
September 3, 2021 TBHC Specialties, Island Grove Park, Greeley
k September 18-19, 2021 TBHC all breed agility trial, Apex in Lakewood )
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